rebellions and murders were rampant.
The treasury was empty. Slaves broke
into revolt. The people crowded the palace
crying for food that could not be had.
Such was the reign of Az-Zahir, who com-
bined the savagery of his father not with
piety but with gross pleasure and sensua-
lity. After his death through plague in
1036 A.D. his seven year old son, Ma'ad,
from a Sudani slave girl, was proclaimed
Khalifa. He took the title of Al-Mustansir
and a large portion of his sixty years reign is
marked by such tranquility and prosperity
that for a while his name was prayed for
in the mosques of his rival, the Khalifa of
Baghdad. The city of Cairo became the
market place of rare works of art pro-
duced in the country. The lustre pottery
made at Fustat was so delicate that one
could see one's hand through it. The
green glass produced in Egypt was trans-
parent and extremely beautiful. Nasir
a-Khusrau, the Persian traveller who visit-
ed Egypt during the reign of Mustansir
describes Cairo as the city of beautiful
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